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- having never ,been educated in the Schools of any 
of the Doctors or Profeſſors of the Law. The An- 
ſwer follows at the 16th. Verſe; Where Jeſus tells 
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into other Cauſes, than want of Eyidence; for you 
have all the Evidence that you can polſibiy require, 
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taken, of making the Reſult of thoſe Enquiries the 
Rule of our Actions. A Perſon who fits: down to 
make an Enquiry, whether ſuch or ſuch a Book con- 
tains. d of the Will of God, with a firm 
Reſolution to make it the Rule of his Actions; if 
it appears to be fo upon the Iſſue of this Enqui 
certainly in much leſs Danger in miſtaking quiry is 
dence there is for the Authority of ſuch a Book; 
and will uſe greater Care; and: Diligence. i in. ſearching 


into the ſacred Truths contained in it, than one 
who has no ſuch View in his Enquiries, and only 


enters upon them as a Matter of Curioſity, or mere 


Speculation only. The one conſiders the Enquiry 
he is upon, as a Matter of the greateſt Moment and. 
Importance; as it muſt be to him, when all his 
Actions are to be directed according to the Judg- 


rug he ſhall paſs upon it; and when the Subject 


ueſtion is no leſs than an Examination of the 
Tit e, which is. offered to him, upon the Condition 
of his Obedience here, of eternal Happineſs hereafter. 
And therefore he will be ſure to proceed with great 
Caution, in enquiring into the Truth and Circum- 
ſtances of every Relation with which this Revelation 
. ta be upp dz in examining into the 
of every ent, and giving them all 

their Jr and W eight. He will chuſe to be- 
ein with the plain and certain Proofs which ſhall be 
offered in behalf of this Religion i in general, and. 
conſider what Force. is in the clear Exidence 
naited. together in. ef it, before he proceeds 
to . himſelf with, Difficulties and, Obſcurities 
in ſome of the particular Dodrines contained in it. 


In mort, be will be cautious without Scepticiſm,, 
and examine things. 8 without ſhewing an In- 
a to be more pl el with Doubts than 'Ger= 
: | tainties. 


in Cambridge, vn Commencement- Sunday. 
tainties. Whereas the other, wno conſiders ſuch an 
Enquiry as a mere Amuſement, or as a Subject he 
chuſes to diſpute upon, will be apt to be very ſuper- 
ficial in examining into the Evidences of ſuch a Re- 
velation, and to be carried away by every little Pre- 
judice againſt the Certainty of it: He will be im- 
mediately hurried on by the Vanity of ſhewing his 
Parts, to be trying them upon the obſcure and: dif- 
ficult Parts of Religion, as affording the greateſt 
room for Controverſy, before he has rightly fixed 
upon his Mind the clear and certain Evidences of 


- Ty the one were to conſider, for Inſtance, the par- 
ticular Argument. of Prophecy in reſpect to this Re- 
velation, how far the Predictions of the Old Teſta- 
ment were fulfilled in him, whom we call the Mef- 
ſias, and conſequently what Sort of Proof they are 
for the Truth of his Miſſion; he would certainly 
begin with enquiring into the Nature of prophetick. 
Language in- general, the particular Genius of the 
Eaffern; he would go on to conſider the gradual Re- 
velation of the Scheme of Prophecy from its: firſt 
opening to the Concluſion of it; the Number of 
plain, direct, and literal Prophecies which are ap- 
plied to him, and the entire Unity and Harmony 
of the whole Deſign: And until he had thus com- 
pared the whole Syſtem of Prophecy together, he 
would not think himſelf. qualified to form his Judg- 
ment concerning the Nature of the Eyidence of it. 
Whereas the other would. content himſelf perhaps 
with obſcuring and perplexing the Senſe of a few 
typical Prophecies, and making his Reflections up- 
on ſome Paſſages of the Old Teſtament, which are 
 oply accommodated to the Meſſias in the New. His 
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next Employment perhaps might be to collect a few 
pa 2 preſſions of learned Men, who from 
different Views had taken different Methods of ex. 
pounding ſome particular Prophecies; and after he 
had plac'd their Opinions one againſt another in a ri- 
diculous Light, and put them into a Book, he would 
gravely call this partial View of the Argument, a 
full Conſideration of the Evidence there is far Chri- 
ſtianity, as it ſtands upon the Foot of Prophecy. 
With ſuch flight and fuperficial Accounts of things 
ſome Men may take up, who have nothing further 
to do with Religion than to diſpute about 4 And 
when the Enquiry is made with ſo much Supineneſs 
and Indifferency, it is no wonder that it ends, as 


e ſee it does, in Scepticiim and Infidelity. 


Bor then, Serondy; An Enquiry which is made 
mee the Evidences of Religion upon a firm Reſolu- 
tion of practiſing the Duties of it, will not only be 
made with great Care and Diligence, but is likewils 
ture to be attended with'that Modeſty and Humili- 
„which will put the Mind into the beſt Situation 
r receiving the Evidence of it. For tho“ the 
Truth of Chriftianity' is Gpable of the Alearcit and 
plaineſt Proof, ' and/fach as is the moft obviaus to the 
common Capacities of Men; yet the plaineſt, clear- 
eſt, and moſt obvious Evidence will neyer be.able to | 
make its Impreſſion, if the Mind is in no Diſpoſi- 
tion to receive it. The Eyidences of Religion are | 
ſufficient'to a ſober and Teafonable Man; yet ſo Tong | 
as they are propoſed to moral, and not 2 necellary 
Agents, ran be 10 5 by a ſcoraful and con- 
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Proof that can be 3 of any Revelation; and 
when there is once ſufficient Evidence that a Reve- 
lation is ſupported by Miracles, that Revelation, as 
it has all the Marks of Certainty that can be requir d, 
ſo it is ſuſſiciently proved, or no Revelation can be 
proved, to the Conviction of all reaſonable and cau- 
tious Men. Nor will the Obfcurity, or ambiguous 
Senſe, of ſome Prophecies affect this Argument: For 

let it be obſerved as acutely as it will, that Miracles 
will never prove a thing to be true, which is falſe; 
Les certainly it is as fudirioafty obſerved, that where 
th on is concerning the Meaning/ of 2 Pro- 
3 which, according to the very Letter of it, is 
capable of more Scnſcsthinone; that theAtteftation of 
Miracles will ſurely prove that Senſe to be the true one, 
as long as there is no Abfurdity in underſtanding 
the Words, in that Senſe, in which it is applied by the 
Perſon who has the Power of working them. 
And certainly when the Affirmative off any Queſtion 
is once ſufficiently proved, Difficulties AIC Qions 
muſt fall on courte; for they prove nothing here, 
but the Malice or Ignormice. of thoſe who make 
then; and are of equal Importance to ſupport the 
Negative, whether WE! are able to e ſolve ther up 
on any Principtes of or not. Here then che 
hboneſt and fincere Enquirer into the Certainty of R. 
velation WII and immoveably fix himſ chf, 
and not ane unteaſonable ae e . 
villing at a Truth, that is already ble 
ent Evidence; becaute: he cannot phe many 
Didicutty, which, at this Diftance of en 
e Rogers ; mo excallens Sorapons 2 $15, 
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8 4 Sermon preach'd at St. Mary Church 
Ignorance of the Fewiſh Language, their Cuſtoms, 
their Manner of Writing and Arguing, may poſſibly 
be urged aint r 29 29077 THOML 


Bor what if Perſons, when they come to en- 
quire into the Truth of Chriſtianity, inſtead of be- 
ing ſeriouſly employ d, as the Importance of the 
Subject certainly requires of them, in confidering 
_ with gravity and diligence the goodneſs,” the num- 
ber, the greatneſs of the Miracles with which it 
pretends to be ſupported, the power by which they 
muſt be wrought, and the unqueſtionable autho- 
rity with which the credit of them is eſtabliſhed 
and confirmed to all future Ages of the Church; If 
inſtead: of adding to this Evidence of Miracles ti 
Teſtimony. of clear, immediate, and literal Prophe- 
cies which ſpeak of the Meſſas, and comparing and 
laying together with what entire harmony and full 
conſent theſe divine Predictions receive their com- 
pletion in him; If inſtead of conſidering the luſtre 
of his example, the innocency and ſanctity of his 


life, the wiſdom, nature, and tendency of his do- 


crines, the univerſal good the world has receiy'd by 


them, and the miraculous propagation of them: 


What if Perſons, I ſay, inſtead of laying all theſe 


Evidences together, which are certainly ſufficient to 


atteſt the Truth of Chriſtianity to every ſober. ho- 
neſt Man, will be entirely buſied either in treating 
Miracles themſelves with great profaneneſs and ſcur- 


rility, or in gleaning of difficulties from the ob- 


ſcure part of Prophecies, whilſt: at the ſame time 
they are ſtudiouſly neglecting all the Evidence ari- 
ing from (clearer Prophecies, and catching at every 

idle pretence and iriyolous exception that learned 
or unlearned Men have put into their hands; why, 
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of 4:4 and not ſatisfyd with the greateſt Evi- 


_ that could; þe:giren, they wanted aſtill. fur- 
| Exi Phey Wanted one Aſinasle, „to au- 
9 e maerde Marla. But how were th 
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upon tris Enquiries after Moral and Practical Truth, 
"mo the ſame” Indiffetence and Impartiality, with 
- which Men enter into their Enqujiries aſter 8 ative 
Truths; and ſtands as ready: to receive any Doctrine, 
or practiſe any Duty, when a ſufficie Evidence 
18 ee him for the one, or a ſufficient Autho- 

rity for the other; as a Philoſopher can be to yield 
3 Aſſent to any Diſcovery in natural e 
that is f ulciently:; demonſtrated to bim. 114. 


Aide! certainly; when: Ihen are virtuous Py ho- 
3 enough: to purſue Evidence where- ever it leads 
| them who —— no Luſt or Vices wo. gratify, which 
eee their Induſtry to ſeareh out 

on whereby they may be able to ſoften the Ri- 
gour of ſach à Duty, or quite diſallow and cancel 

the Obligations of another Ferne P ſay, -who- 
bave thus filenced every Luft and every Baton 
; from ſpeakitig in behalf of Infidelity, and haye: 
brought themſelves to this happy Indifference in 
- their Enquiries after. religious Truth, will not miſ- 
carry in their Artainment of it; but as they haye 
nothing to check them in their Parfaits after Wiſ- 
dom, fo they will haye Eyidence and Light enough: 

to cairy them ſafely to the End of that Knowledge 
which they are . aſter. But, on Belem), i 
| when Perſons, by a long habitual Courſe of Folly ard 
; | Wickedneſs have quite broke theForce of their Mitids, 
and are entirely brouglit under the y of their 
Luſts and Paſfions; they are in no degree qualified 
for being competent Judges .of divine * Truth, but 

uill be ſure to oppoſe the Religion that op 

them. And whilſt they are _ this ſtrong 1 72 
1 | Tl. ri- 


e n the moſt of 


| 1 fle which cher gam er eee 


| it is no wonder, that to Men held. under 
155 ay of ſuch. Prejudices, the darkeſt Glimpſe 
of a, Proof, Pre jones into the cleareſt Evidence, and 
the e weakeſt and moſt barten Argument, grows up 
| info fo e ſrrongeſt a {| Demonſtration. E. 
Luft is 4 ſe Argument for Infidelity; 
g and will plead with: Were Strength and Force 
againſt Religion, than the Purity and Excellency of 
its its Dothines,, he: Goodneſs, and Greatneſs, of ite 
{ Tyan] the Unity and i th wa its oi; i 
can poſſibly plead i in its behalf. 


1 tho' it muſt be owned, that 8 therei cl KY 
A clear and. diſtinct Perception of the | 
Diſagreement of .our Ideas, there: the Mind mud 
50 ve its Aſſent or Diſſent accordingly: yet it muſt 

owned at the ſame time, that we have it in our 
Piers by a certain Habit of Levity and Careleſs- 
nels, by a reſolute Inattention, to guard our Aſſent 
even — the Evidences of the cleareſt Truths. : 
And would not Men, who are under ſo violent a 
Temptation to do it, make uſe of this Power which 
they have as Moral Agents to [Intercept that Light 
which would diſcover, and at the ſame time reproye 
their Vices and Follies, and ſhew them to be loſt and 
miſerable Men Jt they-cantiaued in thePurſuitof them? 


Gang: therefore muſt e taken, N be 
Doftrines 


at in our Judgments, concerning thoſe | 
1 8 ianity teaches ; that we be right 
in our Lives, as to thoſe 7 which ch it commands; 


that there be no lurking Sin, no Boſom-Infirmity, 


which may Prevent the { eiof God from working 
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that Sauer Him in his Enquiry” after wy es h, that 


de Will be ſure te qabtrrcl with a bechülllon of 
eh6ſe:Eyidences of Rengion, be they ever 4breible 
md Pr — that requite Him! +6 renotince his fayou- 
Mes Sind, aq Wou e 
tiew ard ſtrangt to Him. 


the Min who enquites into 
mie Mie 20 God with” Prot bity aan Serge : Who 


ſekrhes-the- Scriptures with His Heatt 
as well as his Underſtanding; and is reſolyed to 


ard iH with the orc > Whatſsertr he Mall 
tet be xte —.— other; ant? fo, 0 
Sf Ad Faftäg 


| Natit; — an d bee 


Kiiowledge- accom n 1 
änee of the 0 e God”! Mun 16 itz 


* 7 Man f 32 = 
Per. . I4z 15. 8 
ev q . * poſed 


— 


ions, 


F Me eee 
poſeck by Nee out. Truth, and ſe hlefſed 
and aſſiſted b Ce fo, good, To virtuas, To. /pirk 
taal a Man will be able to dir Truth from Hr . © 
hg Fill be able do diſcarn betizs the; clean and in- He 7 
dilputable. Eyidence, there is ſpn the Truth of . i 1 
Ranjit in general Obſcurſties in the per 2 
ticular Poctrines of it; be: will be: a wiſer bes 
twixt Certainties and\Niffculties;; and will nat be ſo 
weak. and abſaxd, as. to ge up Nhe one for the Sake of 
Fa In ſhort, he will be able to diſcarn al thivgs, 

things necellary. for him to diſsern. For ſueb is 1 
| he Esa, Goc to him, that the he may neHẽ 
be exempted from leſſer Errots, yet he has the Pre · 
raiſes of his Afſiance to lead bim inte naeh By 
neceſſary to his Salvation. Biete ORE 1. 


Watch brings mo, in the Second N to whe no- 
rice. of the Difficulties with which the Dodrine" 1 


Fo bete ps it tt id 45 whe On 
on then of u to be © 19H into the Vicei 


and Follies of Men? Muſt we be fo raſh and £4261 
ble; as to arraign eyery Unbeliever for awicked Man? 
as,” on the conttary, muſt we make ſuch an unte- 
ſonable Compliment to the Underſtandin of yi 
dus Men, as to affirm, that every good. he- 2 
enquites into the Win of God with Care 204 "AIG 
xity, will be able not only to diſcover the Ey idences 
of A. öpper, and fubmit to the Truth” of it in ge- 
| likewiſe will be ſure of 4 5 at uch 2 


at Meafüre of Knowledge Mats as hall be 
Kifficient for his Salvation? Nes 


00 Sgt. ſuck e extravagant Aae POL 
aer Sexenity on theton hauch ef Charity 
the other, and of nn on both? 1 


4410 2 


. and fs. * 
v3 3 - Z = " 2 * * : 
. 8, a” : 98 
* NY - « 
* 


5 9 — A IS? Li , o 
- . 7 8 57 N * { VI * n 

16 « 
* 


14% A Senor reach ut Si, Mary's Clureb 
To the firſt we anſwer, That chis is the Scripture 
Account of Infidelity ; nor do we a that the 
Doctrine in Regſon is chargeable with: any uncharitable 
Conſequences that can be drawn from it. For if the 

Truth of the Goſpel is K upported by clear and fuf- 
ficient Evidence; and indeed if God Almighty has 
- heen pleaſed to give a Reyclation of his Will to 
Men, it would be the greateſt Abſurdity to ſuppoſe, 
either that he has not given a ſufficient Evidence of 
this Revelation, et that the Articles contained in ĩt, 
which all Men are concerned principally to know; 
ſhould not be plain and intelligible to all Men: If 
the Goſpel therefore, I ſay, is propoſed with fuch 
ſufficient Evidence, that every honeſt and impartial 
Enquirer into the Truth of it, upon a ferious and 
fair Examination into. its Proofs, may acquire an in- 
dubitable Certainty of it; J then it certainly follows; | 
that where-eycran Aſſent is not /6 given to this Evi- 
dente, that the Cauſe of the Intidelity is not owing 
to the Want of Evidence, or to any ImperfeQion in 
the Nature of it. And if there is no Fault i in the 
N Ects then into what other Cauſe, I pray, can 

it poſſibly be reſolved, but into the Temper and 
Di poſition of the Perſon to whom it was Propoſed 4 


n is no middle Way to be S the 
Fault muſt certainly either be in the Evidence, or 
the Enquirer: The one muſt either be inſufficient, 
or the other an unqualificd Judge of it. And Sh 
we are ſure that the El Shag of the Goſpel; j is of 
10 clear and certain a nature, that there can be no 
reaſonable Ground of disbelieving or doubting « con- | 
cerning it ; then the Conſequence is clear enough, 
that every Disbeliever muſt have his- Infidelity 
charged upon hip TROY wid Fe Paſſions, 2 r di- 
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vert him ener eee eee this- 1 | 
er 0 not ſuffer him to g beef ge. . che Force of i M 


Are © is the Scripture, thivi is the 7 Aae of lt. 
Tnifidelity. For thus it is written, in this very Chapter, 
that * the world hated the Meſſiah, becauſe he 10% ified 

it, that the works. —_— Were evil. And again; 

No man ſpake openly of bim, for fear of the Jews ; 

i. e. No Lan Aa Ce ALY — 

from a Love of this World, or r from a criminal Cow- 
adice. | 


Anv if Septen were flent in - this Matty, | 
ae alone, as I obſerved before, would ſupport . 
us in this Charge we bring againſt the Infidel; and 
he muſt be content to bear with the Reproattics of 
it, let it appear ever ſo ſevere; and tho his Pre- 
- tenfions are quite deſtroyed by it, of reſolving his 
Disbelief ef the Goſpel 1 the more than ordi- 
nary Penetration of his Judgment.——For, in ſhort, 
it is as evident" as Reaſon can make it, that if the 
Truths of Religion are equally and ſufficiently evi- 
denc'd to all to whom they are propoſed, and if 
9 by ſome and received by others, 
thoĩ there is no Difference in the Evidence; that 
- thery the Difference muſt certainly. be in the Men, 
according as they are prepared by Virtue and Pro- 
8 8 or corrupted it by Vice and Senſua- 
lity, to reject this Evidence that is e in be- 
© hall of the WE and. Certainty, of it. 1 


Bor une, . Seconlly; Muſt nl lißdelity be 
reſolved into the Vices and Follies of Men, as the 
conſtant Source of it? but. likewiſe: muſt mo. 
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e that every good Man ;rekiv enquires. late che 
roy, God with Care and Sinckrity, will be able 
not only to diſcern the Evidences of the Goſpel, but 
ikewiſe will be ſecure of arriving at ſuch a Meaſure 
.of Knowledge'in 4c neee erinner 
vatien? FEES ho 47 
Arb here U e Ghee what it is mopaſhe- 
pos d, but tha with the moſt honeſt and ſin- 
rere Diſpoſition to know the Will of God, 4 Chri- 
-ftian, thro human Frailties, or early Frejudices, or 
for want of Abilities, may poſſibly fall into, and 
continue in, great Miſtakes, in regard to ſome of the 
;Partivular HBoctrines Which God hath revealed: in the 
: For, there it mo: degree of Virtue 
ent to render Men; infallible. But: then, tho the beſt 
of Men are nat ſecure of an Exemption from Mi- 
-ftakes in Matters of Religion, yet We have no Dif- 
ꝛ ſiculty in aſſerting, that every: good und honeſt Chrj- 
Atian, ho uſes his beſt and utmeR Endeavours, with 
;greatiSincerity, toknow the Will of God in every 
Particular of his Duty, is not only in the ſureſt and 
readieſt Way, from the very Nature jof that Care 
and Diligence which he zemploys an the JJ {b'of all 
uch Means as God has appoiated for his Inſtruction, 
:20/attain'to:a ſufficient Knowledge of the \Daftrines 
f Chriſtianity; but likewiſe, from the Goodneſs 
and Mercy of God will be ſcourcd-fromuall Gioh-Rr- 
rors as {hall endanger his Salvation; or hoe verſ not be 
Aepri ved of it for is invi ranceeſ them. 


Fox invincible cannot;oratleaſbonght.not 

to be the Subject of Puniſhment with any tor 
much leſs thaijuſt: and good God, cho can never 
be ſuppoſed fo cruel and arbitrary, i ascto iniſtict etor- 
nal Funiſhment mpon lan honeſt ànd gaac Man, ho 
was ſincerely defirens to be inſtructed in. che · Princi- 
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ee Will of God, for facts Eren an wid N 9 


Care and Diligence, and after the Uſe of e by 9 * 
ſiſtances God has a ppointed for his Inſtruction, 


1 he has made theonly Rule af his Faithand Manner . 


Txvs I have gone through what I propoſed to 


ſpeak. ta. 1 ſhal draw an Inference or vis from the 
whole, and ſo conclude. -- © | 
Aus in the firſt place, As we are able to/diſcoyet 
the Source of Infidelity, and evidently find it to 


ariſe from the Luſts and Paſſions of Men, which ei- 


ther caſt ſuch a Biaſs upon their Wills, as diverts 
them from attending to, or ſuch a Suffufion over 
the Eye of their Underſtandings, as quite prevents 
them from diſcerning, the Light and Evidence of 
the Goſpel; ſo we may certainly learn from 
hence not to be ſtagger d in our Faith at the pre- 
ſent Growth and Prevalence of it; nor in the leaſt 
to ſuſpect as if all were not right i in the Buſineſs of 
Religion, becauſe We happen to live in an Age which 
NEED with thoſe who with great Scorn and Con- 
tempt reject the Evidences of it. 

Fo x, tho! it is very lamentable to obſerve; that 
Infidelity makes only too great an A in 
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ppearance 
the World, both for the Number al Quality of 


its Proſelytes; and, to its greater Re in an 
Age which has produc'd ſo many excellent and uns 
anſwerable Apalogies for the Truth and Certainty 
of the Chriſtian Religion; yet why ſhould! this 
| ſhake the Faith, and move the Conſtancy of good 
and ſerious Men? Move their Pity and 


it certainly muſt; ſince the Prevalence of it is not 


owing to any new Evidence that is offered by its 
Adyocates in its behalf, or to any modern Diſcove- 


ries at beep _— the Ls *of _ 


dene boy which Chriflianity bes alt alot 
= ©» been ſupportec * It is 6 füch Master- but is all to ; 
pe accoun accounted-for from the old Original Cauſe of In- ö 
 Hdellity; the great Wiekedneſs and Impiety of Men; 
5 which either will not ſuffer them to fix their Atten- | 
tion to, or quite 1 Wen ooncerting | 
the Evidences of Religion. x 
Tuts was the Cauſe why che Goſpel was rejected 5 
5 by ſo many of the eus, when it wus firſt propoſed 
Ph to them: For tho they were Eye-witneſſes'of the 
miraculous Works which our Saviour perform'd a- 
mongſt them; yet what Effect did this viſſble Power 
of working Miracles then produce? which perhaps 
at preſent every Infidel would be ready to own he 
1 ſhould certainly ſubmit to: why even Miracles them 
| ſel ves could not force an Aﬀent, where the Luſts and 
1 Vices of Men had guarded their Minds againſt it 
And the ſame will be the Cauſe of Infidelity where- 
ever it does prevail, (of all the Infidelity of this, or 21 
other Age) that Men * love darkneſs rather than lis ht, 
becauſe their deeds are evil. For the Goſpel be hid, 
© it ii hid to tbem that are lo; in whom the god * this 
| | world has fo blinded _ aa of them, "which believe 
1 not, leſt the hight of tbe glorious I of Chri who i bs 
the T ff mage of As oath — 12 
1 Bor 4 then, Secondly, fla ſincere Reſsiutien- td Pra- 
3 | Aiſeithe Duties of Religion be ſo neceſſary a Quali- 
8 | fication: for all thoſe who wou'd — into the 
Grounds and Evidences flit, then certainty” | it 18 
the Duty of every Perſbn, who pretends to ge 5 
in ſuch an Enquiry, to Falke eſpecial Care that he 
ſers out Ahe ar the firſt, and that he begins His 
Mu Enquiries into the Will-f God with the Practice of 
= Jack Oy as wg aw Agro pr of Nealbn he 
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ro 
inſe ec Ons ey A 1 
the Truth of Revealed Relig ee And if Ten come 3 1 
thus honeſtly prepared to 8. into the Cauſe of Chri- ny. 
ſtianity, as che Evidence for it is certainly ſufficient, their *-- $4 mY 
Deciſions will unqueſtionably end in Favour of it; Na, 
ſo pious and virtuous a Reſolution will not only enable 
them to diſcern the Evidences of the Goſpel, and ſubmit 
to the Truth of Chriſtianity i in general; 0 likewiſe ſe- 
2 them of arriving at ſuch a Meaſure of Knowledge in 

the particular Duties of it, as mall be fuffelent for, and 

exempt them from falling into, or at leaſt continuibg i 
all ſuch Errors as will be deſtructive, of their Salvation. . 
For if Men are ready above all things to practiſe as much 
as they know of the Will of God, this is not only the 
readieſt way, from the natural Tendency of the thing, 
for them to know more of it; but like wiſe the God of all 
Grace and Mercy, who commiſſioned our Saviour as 4 
Propbet, tho he: himſelf was very God, and had in him 
all the Treaſures of Knowledge and Fiſdem to deliver 
his Vill and Mind to the World, will their Endea - 
yours to know his Will with the ſupernatural Graces of 
his holy Spirit. And if he, who is Viſdom itſelf, in- 
ſtructs a if - the God of all Truth enlightens their 
Minds, they need not fear at they ſhall arrive at ſuch a 
Meaſitte of Knowledge of their Duty in this Wotid, a 8 
Will. be ſufficient for their Salvation in the next. 
—T'5v87 obſerve, Laſth, That if it is the Duty of n- n 
Perfos who would enquire into the Evidence of Religi- * 
on, to aecompany all their Enquiries of this 5 5 
4 4 e Reſolution to practiſe the Duties of it; 


certainly this, in W . becomes the Dog 


tee Truth and Certainty of it; Aud their Arguments in 
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of ut Sor Aer, he bel CY 
Principles is Religion; and that their 
aa anfycrable to cheit holy Profeſſion, And 
Hing as it wee ee ee 
ommitted to their Care, the Miniſters ef, the 
e the moſt powerful Advdeates for 
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70 pet certain 


0 1 ity will carry greater e 
V when, ade Er recomme 
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have A laren upon 5 52a emit ard: is 
12 58 certainly.” therefore, 1257 6 a. PKicular manger 
the Duty al thoſe; who are N to miniſter in holy 
things, . 81 to. preach that Goſpel of Chr; % to 2 
Which he received From his Fathers to Seen be- 
the Exam of their ble d-Sayiour, who 
as he © came to. inftrugt us in, ſo he hi If obeyed.i in all 
things of th 1 SY of his heavenly Fathsy eee informs _ 
in th. e before & xtz the e Dofirine aich he 
Bag was nat his. own,: the: Doctrine of. his Father, 
1 Embaſſador-he WAS, i. & a8 4 Prophet, he did not 
ſubffiture inſtead 75 the 2 Orders and Inſtructions he receiyed 
ic biz Father, [his own Deſigns, And the, Imaginations 
his Sin Heart: 1 we ee £ that 
ens an Inventions ” be.jpk the =. : 
Tine of fa or: :Comardiſe; be not the: Do#rine 
7, but the entire and pure Bockrine ol #hat . Go] 
Yb any Ad dition to, or Diminution from it, which, 


7 on „ 124673729 . 


1 1 
„ 


